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We髄ington

NewZealand

llJanuary20111

ThePresident

TheJapaneseFederationoftheDeaf

lwishtocommendtheefroltsofyourFederationtoachievetheenactmentofa
``SignIanguageAct"inJapan

、

ThiswouldlegaIlyconfirmtherecognitionofsignlanguageasaIanguage,and

wouldalsoensureacoesstohformationandcommunicationsasprovidedinthe

UnitedNationsConventionontheRlghtsofPe顧sonswithDisabi蹴ies,

hthenegotiationoftheConventiontheplvotalimportanceofsignlanguage,for

personswithhearlngdisabillties,wasclearlyrecognized,aswasitsuniquerole

asalangμage.Theprovisi◎n$oftheConventionenshrinethelmportanceof

signlanguage,andspec而callyincludeitwithinthedefinitionofa"language".

Yoursuc◎esswillnotonlyhaveasig前icantimpaσtinJapan,butalso

interrlationally,inpromotingtheuseandrecognitionofsignlanguageasa

language,andinstrengtheningtheimplementationoftheConventlonmore

generally.

Youre稀ortsarealsoverymuchiηthespiritoftheConvention,whlchrecognizes

thekeyrolethatpersonswithdisabilities,andtheirrepresentativeorganizations,

haveinworkingwithGovernrrlentstoensurethattherightsenshrinedinthe

Conventionareprom◎tedandful匿yimplemented.

lwishyoutheverybestofsuccessinyouref「brts.

娠(ん 嗣
〃

DonMacKay

(ChairmanoftheUnitedNationsCommitteethatnegotiated
theConventionontheRightsofPersonswithDisabilities)


