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INTRODUCTION
From January 5th to the 16th the streets of Melbourne will come alive with elite athletes and their supporters from 85 countries around the globe who will be competing and participating at the 20th Summer Deaflympic Games.

Approximately 3500 athletes and team officials are expected to attend this 12-day carnival of elite sports and cultural events. In addition this event will attract a large group of Deaflympic supporters, spectators, family of competitors and international and interstate visitors anticipated to be anywhere upwards of 5,000 strong.

Under the patronage of the International Olympic Committee, this event has a long and proud history, commencing in 1924 in Paris. 

This is only the second time in its history that this event has been staged in the southern hemisphere and it will be a sparkling addition to the highly regarded Melbourne event calendar.

The last summer Deaflympics Games were held in Rome in 2001 and they achieved record attendance levels for athlete and officials.

Commencing with the Gala Opening Ceremony on the evening of January 5, at Olympic Park, the spectacular arrival and lighting of the Official Deaflympic torch will set the scene for 12 days of elite sports and cultural events.

In March 1999, Deaf Sports Australia (DSA) in conjunction with Deaf Sports and Recreation Victoria (DSRV) was awarded the 20th Summer Deaflympic Games to be hosted by Melbourne. DSA have since appointed the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games Ltd organising committee to manage the planning, staging and service delivery of the Games. 

Both the Victorian and Federal Governments have offered partial funding for this event and the remaining funding required will be sought by way of sponsorship. 

15 different individual and team sporting events will be held in and around both Melbourne City and the historic city of Ballarat. (B)
Athletics



Swimming


Marathon (B)



Road Cycling (B)

Orienteering
(B)


Soccer

Basketball



Badminton

Handball



Shooting

Table Tennis



Tennis

Volleyball



Water Polo

Wrestling



Tenpin Bowling

Federation Square, opposite Flinders Street station will be the location of the Games Centre.  Situated right in the heart of Melbourne, Athletes will receive their accreditation, and the events cultural and social activities will be take place at this venue.

The primary objectives of the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games are:

· To provide a legacy of sporting opportunity to all deaf athletes. 

· To increase deaf awareness in the wider community both pre and post games.

· To deliver an outstanding event to competitors, spectators and all other stakeholders.
· To foster greater understanding and commitment from Corporate Australia to enhance services to over two million hearing impaired Australians.

Given the huge national and international audience we will be dealing with, both in the lead up to, during the Games and post Games with the Legacy Program, the leverage opportunities for all partners of the Games are unlimited.

This event is not just a community event; it is an elite sporting event that will put the spotlight squarely back onto Melbourne and Australia.
MELBOURNE 2005 PARTNERS, FUNDERS AND STAKEHOLDERS

Partial funding for the Games has been secured from both Federal and State Governments, each having contributed $4 Million dollars. Telstra, Australia's largest Telecommunications Company is a Major Partner and The City of Melbourne and the Australian Sports Commission have also committed financially support to the Games. 
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GAMES PATRONS AND AMBASSADORS

Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games have secured the support of a number of high profile members of the Australian community to act in the role as official patrons and ambassadors.

These people are recognized not only throughout Australia, but also internationally through their sporting, or other achievements.

These patrons and ambassadors will be used in a number of roles, however their primary roles is to assist with generating media coverage and interest in the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games.

Games Patrons

John Howard


Prime Minister of Australia 

Steve Bracks


Premier of Victoria

John Newcombe

International Tennis Champion

Cindy Lu Fitzpatrick, OAM
Deaflympic & Commonwealth Games Champion Swimmer

Ambassadors

Steve Monaghetti

Olympic Marathon champion

Andrew Gaze


Olympic Basketballer

Nicole Livingston

Olympic Swimmer

Sam Quinn


Deaflympic Basketballer

Joanne Lambert

Deaflympic Runner & world record holder
ACCOMMODATION & TRANSPORT
All accredited media will have the opportunity to stay at the Official Games Hotels at the discounted rates for athletes.  Further details about these hotels can be found on the Games website -www.event-travel.com.au/deaflympics/. 

The preferred Media Hotel will be the Crown Promenade Hotel, Official Host Hotel for the Games.  This new 4 star hotels will also accommodate the International Deaflympic Committee (IDC) Executive and host the IDC Congress in the days leading up to the games.

We recommend media secure dedicated transport as per standards for International Events.  Access to limited use of the Games Official Transport system to Olympic Park and Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre may be an option for accredited media staying at one of the Games Official Hotels, however this is a shuttle service, not scheduled.

MELBOURNE
Melbourne, the capital of Victoria (population of 3.4 million), is the second largest city in Australia and is widely regarded as one of the most livable cities in the world. It has an easy paced lifestyle and is full of character. One of the most identifiable features of Melbourne is its willingness to embrace a variety of cultures, giving an already diverse city a distinctive multicultural flavour.

Melbourne - sporting 

In Melbourne, sport is almost a religion, and as such, Melbourne is regarded as one of the world's great sporting cities. Melbourne is home to a number of major events on the international sporting calendar such as the Australian Open Tennis, Australian Formula One Grand Prix, the Melbourne Cup and the 2006 Commonwealth Games. Melbourne boasts state of the art sporting facilities, more than 70 per cent of which are within 4km of the city centre. 

Melbourne - stylish
Discover the secrets of Melbourne by exploring the city's many laneways and historic arcades, manicured gardens and sensational shopping strips. Be entertained in our dozens of theatres, cinemas and concert venues (some of which are captioned) and mesmerized by street sculpture, museums and local art galleries. Melbourne is Australia's shopping capital. Whether you want to buy an international designer label, Australian-made fashions or a unique souvenir, you will find it here. We have department stores, large shopping centres, markets, boutiques and specialty stores for you to discover and enjoy.

Melbourne - diverse
More than 140 cultures bring life and diversity to the heart of Melbourne making it one of the most multi-cultural cities in the world. This gives the city a unique dynamic and makes every person feel welcome.

Melbourne's international culture influences the city's culinary lifestyle, so remember to stop and sip an espresso in an outdoor café, indulge in the best local produce, tantalise your taste buds with wine from the surrounding Victorian vineyards and take in the breathtaking views of the Yarra River at sunset.

Melbourne is famous for it's restaurants. They range from Chinatown in the city and Richmond's Victoria Street, commonly known as 'Little Saigon', to the Italian fare of Carlton's Lygon Street and the numerous cuisines available in Southgate in the city, Fitzroy's Brunswick Street, Prahran's Chapel Street, Fitzroy and Acland Street and The Esplanade in St. Kilda.

Melbourne - the climate

The climate in Melbourne is temperate, with a warm summer and moderate rainfall. January in Australia is summer and while it can be quite warm, humidity is low.

January 
Average minimum 14 degrees Celsius (57F)
Average maximum 26 degrees Celsius (79F)
Average rainfall 48mm
Average number of rain days 8
Relative humidity 60%

BALLARAT

Ballarat (population 80,000) is the perfect City to support Melbourne as the host of the Deaflympic Games. Ballarat serves up a fine array of restaurants and a range of excellent accommodation options from bed-and-breakfasts to carefully restored 19th century hotels.

The discovery of gold in Ballarat in 1851 has been the catalyst for this magnificent city's growth and development into an historic town with grand Victorian architecture and streetscapes, rich in heritage and culture.

Ballarat lies close to the Great Ocean Road and to the heart of some of central Victoria's finest attractions such as the spectacular Grampians, the wines of the Pyrenees and historic mining towns such as Clunes and Creswick.

Ballarat has wonderful modern Sports venues and facilities and is just over an hours drive from the Melbourne CBD.

Ballarat - the climate

January 
Average minimum 10 degrees Celsius (50F)
Average maximum 25 degrees Celsius (77F)
Average rainfall 39mm
Average number of rain days 7
Relative humidity 60%

 
TRAVELING TO AUSTRALIA

Melbourne International airport is about 20km (12 miles) out of the city and is serviced by over 20 international carriers.

Before visiting Australia, visitors should take into considering the following points.

· ALL VISITORS MUST obtain a visa/Electronic Travel Authority, unless you are a citizen of New Zealand travelling on a New Zealand passport;

· arrange for health insurance, including ambulance coverage; and

· be aware that you may not be allowed to work in Australia during your stay. 

· Australia has strict laws relating to the importation of:

· illicit drugs; 

· animals or plant material;

· firearms, weapons or ammunition;

· protected wildlife and products made from the;

· some food items; and

· some medicinal products, including Performance Enhancing Drugs. 

Border Controls to prevent the introduction of exotic pests and diseases such as foot and mouth disease at a high level. This means all arriving travellers are screened and in most cases their luggage is inspected or x-rayed by Customs or Quarantine officers. 

Customs and Quarantine officers may question travellers at any time, selecting people and their baggage for detailed examination. Trained dogs also may be used to detect illegal drugs, prohibited imports and food, plant, and animal material. Breaches of border control laws could result in severe penalties. 

For more information please visit http://www.deaflympics.com/mel2005/visit_australia.asp
ACCREDITATION

It is expected that media from all over the globe will converge on Melbourne in January 2005 to report on the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games

The accreditation procedure is used to ensure that access to all Games venues is strictly monitored.  

The International Deaflympic Committee (IDC) must first approve all internationally based media that wish to obtain media accreditation for the Games.  Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games will approve all media based within Australia.  

To obtain an accreditation pass for the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games, an Expression of Interest Form must be completed and returned to the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games office (refer appendix 1).  

Rules and Regulations
Prior to accreditation collection all media will be requested to sign off on the Games Rules and Regulations with respect to media activities.

TIMELINES FOR DISTRIBUTION OF INFORMATION TO MEDIA 

	DATE
	EVENT

	June 2004
	Send letters and Expression of Interest Forms to International Media organisations

	5th August 2004
	Deadline for return of Expression of Interest Forms 

	August 2004
	Summarise Expressions of Interests and forward to IDC for approval 

	Early September 2004
	Receive IDC approval/disapprovals

	Mid September 2004
	Inform all media of their status regarding accreditation

	October 2004
	Detailed information for media online (Media Guide)

	December 2004
	Commence Media accreditation

	2nd January 2004
	Media Information Session


GAMES MEDIA CENTRE
All accredited media will have access to utilise the facilities at the Games Media Centre, which will be located at Olympic Park, Swan St Melbourne.  

Olympic Park situated on the Yarra River, is only a 10-minute walk from the heart of Melbourne and is easily accessible via tram, train and car.

With a capacity of 18,000 people, Olympic Park will play host to the Opening and Closing ceremonies as well as the Athletics and the Football finals. 

The Olympic Park Press Room will be designed specifically to cater to accredited media. A list of requirements must be submitted by each media group including requirements on the below so appropriate infrastructure is in place. 

· Power outlets for Laptops

· Phone lines 

· Fax lines

· Internet Access

· Use of press boxes

· Other equipment as specified

VENUE MEDIA SERVICES

MEDIA SEATING

Seating in a designated area will be allocated at each venue for accredited media personnel.  There will be at least one dedicated representative from the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games to assist the media with any enquiries they have at the venue. This seating will be allocated on a first come, first serve basis.

PHOTO POSITIONS AT VENUES

Suitable photo positions will be provided at all venues, however further details on these positions will be contained within the Media Guide available on line www.2005 deaflympics.com in October 2004. 

BROADCAST POSITIONS AT VENUES

Suitable broadcast positions and booths will be provided at all venues, however facilities will depend on information provided by broadcasters. Further details will be contained within the Media Guide available on line www.2005deaflympics.com in October 2004. 

USE OF PHOTO EQUIPMENT

The following pieces of photographic equipment are not allowed during competition in photo positions anywhere during the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games:

· Tripods (though monopods are allowed)

· Flash photography

· Strobe lighting 

· Step ladders.
EMPTY SEAT POLICY – Photographers

Any accredited member of the media, including photographers may occupy any empty spectator seat at a venue for the purpose of compiling media information or photographing the competition subject to the following:

· Only spectator seats, if empty may be occupied.

· The seat must not be occupied by a ticket holder.

· Should a ticket holder return, the media personnel must vacate the seat immediately.

· The photographer must be aware of an respect any spectators nearby.

· Equipment must not block spectator's views or hinder access to other seats.

MIXED ZONES AT VENUES

Mix Zones will be provided at all venues, however further details on these positions will be contained within the Media Guide available on line www.2005deaflympics.com in October 2004. 

PROCESSING FACILITIES
In line with other major sport events there will be no facilities available for wet processing at any venue during the games.

MEDIA CONFERENCES 
Any official press conferences organised by the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games will be held in at the Official Hotel, the Crown Promenade Hotel. 

Camera platforms and other requirements must be specified.

The media will be advised of any other media conferences in the daily games newspaper that will be distributed to all official games hotels and venues.  

Individual requests for Media conferences 

Requests for interviews with International Deaflympic Committee members or Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games representatives and other VIP's the media are to be made via the Games Media Centre or by contacting the Media Centre (details will be provided within the Media Guide).

In addition, media conference request forms will be available via the Games official website. The scheduling of media conferences will be the responsibility of the Games Media Unit.

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION TO MEDIA

A media briefing session will be held on January 02, 2005 to provide all accredited media with valuable information about the Games Media Operations.

During the games an extensive public relations strategy will be formulated to ensure the media are updated daily on the events of the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games, this will include ensuring daily media releases are posted on the Games website and are available at the Games Media Centre.

RESULTS DISTRIBUTION

Daily media releases will be posted on the Official Games website as well as the results of all competitions.  Hard copies of results will all be available at all competition venues each day.

The appointed Games film production company will package highlights of the days activities and deliver these to the major television networks.

SATELITE ACCESS TO DAILY FOOTAGE

The appointed games production company, Active TV will manage the distribution procedures and costs to all interested media in August 2004.

CO-ORDINATION OF MEDIA DURING GAMES TIME
The co-ordination of all major media outlets and the management of the Games media centre will be the responsibility of the Games Media Unit, however each venue will have a dedicated media volunteer to assist any media at the venue.

The Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games organising committee is committed to providing the bets possible facilities for International and local media groups that attend the games.

Melbourne 2005 has a professional and experienced team of dedicated staff with international experience in media management that will ensure world-class standards are provided for all accredited media to enable each group to fulfil their deadlines in a timely and efficient manner.

The Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games invites all media from across the globe to attend this spectacular elite sporting event.

DEAFLYMPICS Committee (formerly CISS) Costs for International Media Accreditation.

In order to ensure the fullest news coverage and the widest possible audience for the Deaflympic Games, the Executive Committee of DEAFLYMPICS and Melbourne 2005 are committed to taking necessary steps to accredit the representatives of different mass media so that they can attend the competitions, and opening/closing ceremonies of the Games.

Being fully cognizant of exceptional costs in relations to long distance travel and preparations to cover the Games in Melbourne, the DEAFLYMPICS Executive Committee met in Lausanne in May 2004 agreed that the rights fee for coverage of the 20th Deaflympic Games remain significantly unchanged since 2001.

Below are the Relevant Fees:

TV broadcasting company (up to 4 persons)

$2,500 US

(Government-supported or Public Corporation)

Private Film Company (up to 4 persons)

$2,000 US

(Self-supporting)

Photographer/Journalist (up to 2 persons)

$700 US

Photographer/Journalist (1 person)


$500 US
Deaf Sports Federations Media Representatives*
$250 US per person
How to Pay these Fees:
These fees need to be paid to the International Deaflympic Committee before any media representative will be able to receive their accreditation.

All International Media groups need to contact the International Deaflympic Committee directly to arrange payment of this fee - please email:  info@deaflympics.com to arrange payment of this fee.
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National & International Media Accreditation

Expression of Interest Form

The Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games requires the following information (listed below) in order to provide accreditation for National and International Media that will be attending Melbourne to cover the Deaflympic Games in 2005. 

Could each person attending the Games from this organisation please complete this form and return with a current photo of each person seeking accreditation.

Please note that the International Deaflympic Committee (IDC) has the right of final approval for media accreditation

Name of Person filling out form

	


Role / Position in the Organisation

	


Passport Number (Required for accreditation purposes)

	


Organisation

	

	


Address of Organisation

	

	

	

	


TTY / Fax / Voice Number(s) / Email Address

	

	


What type of media will your organisation being utilizing during the Games (ie. TV / Print/ Photo)

	

	

	


When does your group plan on arriving in Melbourne?

	

	

	


Where will your media team be based in Melbourne?

	

	

	


How many people will be in your group to provide media coverage of the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games

	

	


What type of equipment will your team be bringing? (ie, tripod cameras, shoulder videos etc)

	

	

	

	


What distribution are you planning?

	

	

	


What access requirements do you require?

	

	

	


IMPORTANT Please Note:

Any invited media must comply with IDC and Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games directions including the Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games Media Policy

It is the responsibility of the invited media to pay for all costs involved (ie. Transport, hire of equipment and vehicles etc)

All applications need to be submitted by October 30 2004 to: emma.ohalloran @2005deaflympics.com  or post the form to:

Emma O'Halloran

Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games

PO BOX 2005 Flinders Lane

MELBOURNE VIC 8009

AUSTRALIA
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





International Olympic Committee








International Deaflympic Committee











Deaf Sports Australia





Melbourne 2005 Deaflympic Games








Victorian Government





Australian Government





Official Partners
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